Bethany’s Purpose:
· To provide opportunities for Christian learning of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior through formal classes and informational living/learning environment.

· To provide opportunities and activities that help the children have a healthy self-concept that includes accepting self, limitations, and the talents that God has given them.

· To provide experiences and activities that will fulfill the children’s basic individual needs, (spiritual, emotional, psychological, intellectual, and physical).

· To provide guidance as the children become less self-centered and start taking part in small and large group activities.

· To provide interests and experiences that broadens children’s aptitude for future school work.

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.”

Proverbs 22:6
ADMINISTRATION
Bethany’s Early Childhood Programs are governed by the same regulations for accreditation as Bethany Lutheran Elementary School.

Bethany does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national, and ethnic origin in administration of its admission policies, educational policies, or other school-administered programs.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

The following are required for each student enrolling in Bethany’s Early Childhood Programs:

· The student must be toilet trained.

· Preschool (2 day - Tuesday & Thursday) students must be 2 ½ years old on or before August 31st.

· Pre-Kindergarten students (3 day - Monday, Wednesday and Friday) students must be 4 years old on or before August 31st.

· Jr. Kindergarten students (5 day - Monday- Friday) students must be 5 years old on or before December 31st of the year in which they are enrolled.  Exceptions may be made at the discretion of the preschool director.

ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES

The following forms must be completed and on file before your child can begin the program:

· Enrollment form

· Personal information form

· Health assessment form (signed by physician)

· Authorization for emergency medical care form

· Student transportation form

· Latchkey form

· Parent Pledge

· PTL 2 -  hour pledge

All forms are available in your enrollment packet, or you may pick them up in the school office.

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held two times per year.  If parents or teachers feel additional conferences are necessary, they will be arranged.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBERS
Please notify the school office immediately if you have a change of address or phone number (home, cell, or business).  This information must be kept current, particularly in the unlikely event that an emergency should arise.







PRESCHOOL OBJECTIVES
· Learn about Jesus our Savior

· Learn basic Bible stories

· Develop senses

· Develop vocabulary

· Develop capabilities- self help skills

· Develop environment

· Develop creative abilities

· Develop social skills

· Develop writing skills

· Learning to share

· Learning to take turns

· Learning to cope with life

· Introductory skills in counting, letter, number, color and shape recognition

PRE-KINDERGARTEN & JR. KINDERGARTEN OBJECTIVES
· Recognition of upper case letters
· Recognition of numbers 0-10

· Recognition of colors

· Grouping and sequencing

· Beginning to learn the days of the week

· Print first name in upper case letters

· Print all upper case letters

· Print all lower case letters (Jr. Kindergarten)

· Recognize basic colors

· Learning personal information

CURRICULUM
Our program is designed to allow children many opportunities to learn about the world around them.  Special emphasis is placed on spiritual learning, socialization, and learning through actual experience.  Part of the child’s time in school is spent in free choice activities.  These may vary from day to day or week to week, but will include:

· Dramatic play area

· Book corner

· Block center

· Manipulative toys and games

· Music

· Science

· Math

· Art activities

· Water/sand table

· Listening center
ARTS, CRAFTS, AND MUSIC
Through art, children develop and enhance their creative abilities.  They express feelings and perceptions they are not yet able to put into words.

With children, the joy of expression comes from the experience of “doing” rather than the actual finished product.  They learn from the sensation and movement experienced when working with paint, clay, shaving cream and goop.  They learn many scientific principles when working with colors, textures, collage materials and construction or sculpture materials.

Therefore, the PROCESS is more valuable at this age than the product.  Parents should be interested in what is happening inside the child rather than what shows up on paper.  Instead of asking your child, “What is this?” you might ask, “Tell me about this.” or “How did you do this?” and add your approval with “I like those colors!” or “I like the way you did that!”,  Art is an expression of the child and only the child is qualified to interpret his/her work to you.

Musical experiences appropriate to the age level of the children will be provided.  Singing and moving to music provide children opportunities for self-expression, aiding in both emotional and physical development.  Music is an art, aspects of their emotional, intellectual, and social growth.  Listening skills are developed which aid in every aspect of life.
CALENDAR AND DISMISSALS
The Bethany Early Childhood Program school year calendar is aligned with Bethany Lutheran Elementary School’s calendar.  You may obtain a copy of the calendar from the teacher, or school office. 
In the case of bad or questionable weather, please watch all local television stations, or listen to KFDI 101.3 FM radio for school cancellations.

STUDENT ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE

· Students are not to arrive more than fifteen minutes prior to their scheduled class time. Students are to be signed in by parent/caregiver.
· Students are to be signed out and picked up promptly at their dismissal time.

Morning sessions begin at 8:30am and are dismissed at 11:00am.  In the event that a student has not been picked up by 11:15am, they will join Lunch Bunch, and parents will be charged the appropriate Lunch Bunch fee.

The afternoon sessions begin at 1:00pm and are dismissed at 3:30pm.  In the event that a student has not been picked up by 3:45pm, they will be sent to Latchkey, and parents will be charged the appropriate Latchkey fee.

If a conflict arises concerning the drop-off or pick-up time of your child, please contact the preschool director at 265-3033.
SIGN IN & SIGN OUT PROCEDURE

In order to ensure your child’s safety, we require that each child be brought into the classroom, and signed in by their caregiver.  Children are usually very curious at this age, and curiosity can often lead to dangerous situations when an adult does not escort the child.

Students must also be picked up from their classroom and signed out by their caregiver. A student will not be dismissed to anyone other than their parent or persons, designated by their parent.  In the event that it is necessary for someone other than the designated parties to pick up the student, a written note or phone call to the office is necessary.  The person picking up the student may be required to show identification.
STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
Bethany currently does not provide transportation services.  However, we will make suggestions that will help facilitate car pool arrangements.

LUNCH BUNCH
Lunch bunch is a program that offers extended care for children who are in our preschool program. Lunch bunch is offered from 11:00am – 1:00 p.m. The students who attend Lunch Bunch have extra play time, lunch, outdoor play and activity before dismissal time.  The charge for Lunch bunch is $5.00 per child, per day. Children must bring a sack lunch on Monday thru Thursday. Hot lunch is offered on Fridays for $3.00 per child.  Lunch Bunch fees are billed at the end of the month.

LATCHKEY
A before school program is available for morning students, from 6:00am-8:30am. The program is also available for afternoon students from 3:30pm-6:00pm.
The fees for Latchkey services are $3.00 per hour/$1.50 per half hour, per child.  Talk with the preschool director for more information.

STUDENT ATTIRE
Play clothing is the most desirable type of clothing as the children are very active.  Teachers always appreciate clothing that students can manage by themselves when they go to the restroom.  

SHOES

Please do not send your child in boots: cowboy (except for a special occasion), snow, rain, or heavy work-type boots.  Shoes with closed toe and covered strap heel may be worn. Sling back shoes (Crocks, etc.) are allowed as long as the strap is utilized.
SHORTS

Students can wear shorts from August through October, and April through May.
JEWELRY

No jewelry is allowed.

PARENTAL VISITS & ASSISTANCE
Parents are welcomed and encouraged to visit their child’s class anytime.

Parents can also be of assistance to the teachers.  Some examples of things you could do to help include; providing transportation for field trips, providing daily snacks, and assisting the children with special classroom activities.  Please make a point to let the teachers know how you wish to help.  All help is greatly appreciated.
PTL- PARENT TEACHER LEAGUE
All parents are invited and encouraged to join the PTL.  PTL is a major support organization of the school.  Its main objective is to provide an opportunity for closer cooperation between home and school.

PTL also organizes fundraisers, in which the proceeds go to help with the expense of field trips and special items for the classroom.

PTL meeting dates and times will be printed in the weekly Parent Memo.
FIELD TRIPS
On occasion, supervised field trips will be taken, provided adequate transportation is available.  Notice of each trip and the permission slip for a parent to sign, with the cost will be sent home with the student, prior to the scheduled date of the trip.  If a student cannot afford the field trip fees, please speak with the preschool director. 

We rely on parent volunteers for transportation.  Parents will be required to provide an appropriate booster seat for their children on field trip days. Student’s, who do not bring an approved booster seat, will not be permitted to go on the trip.  This is Kansas Law.
TOYS FROM HOME

Except for comfort toys that are needed in the very opening days of school to ease your child’s transition, we ask that you leave your child’s toys at home or in the car.  IF you have a book or a song that would be of interest to all the children, we would appreciate it being shared, and ask that it be left for several days.

No guns, war toys, or other toys of destruction are allowed in our school.  If a child must have a means to express feelings of aggression, we use clay to pound (manual dexterity), hammer and pegs (visual motor perception), finger paints, and bubble water to soothe jangled feelings.  This rule also applies to Show and Share.
SHOW AND SHARE

Show and Share is done on a rotating basis.  When it is your child’s turn, a special bag and note will be sent home.  Please help your child remember to bring the bag back to class the next session.  It should contain items that are important to your child, which they will tell their classmates about while showing them.
ILLNESS
If your child is ill, please do not send them to school.  It is not fair to expose the teachers and other students to their illness.  If your child is ill and will not be coming to school, please call the school office at 265-3033.

If your child becomes ill while at school, you, or the designated contact person will be notified and it will be necessary for the child to be picked up immediately.

If your child is exposed to a communicable disease while at school, (Strep, Chicken Pox, Head Lice, etc.) you will receive notification of the disease and date of exposure.

MEDICATION

Students will not be permitted to carry over-the-counter and/or prescription medication on their person at school.  This includes, but is not limited to; Tylenol, Advil, Aleve, Motrin, Cough Drops, Aspirin, or any other medication.

The only exception is when a student with asthma must carry an inhaler with them.

In both situations, parents will need to fill out an Administration of Medication or Self Administration of Medication (for inhalers) form, which will remain on file in the school office.   

All medications brought to the school must be immediately taken to the school office by a parent/guardian. They must be in their original container and placed  in a Ziplock bag, with the student’s name clearly printed on it, along with the proper form. Forms are available in the school office.

Medication will be dispensed only by personnel who are certified to dispense medication.  
SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Students will need a back pack that will hold a standard 2 pocket folder.  Please make sure your child’s name is clearly written on their backpack.  A supply list for preschool is given to each student at the beginning of the school year.

SNACKS
Daily snacks are provided by the parents.  The snack schedule will be sent home monthly.  Please send healthy snacks with your child.  Healthy snacks such as cheese, raisins, crackers, muffins, fruit, vegetables etc. are recommended.  Please save sweet snacks for special birthday treats.

BIRTHDAYS
Everyone likes to feel special, so we will celebrate every student’s birthday.  Summer birthdays will be celebrated during the year as half birthdays.  Parents are asked to provide a special snack for their child’s birthday.  This is automatically incorporated into the snack schedule.
TUITION AND FEES
The following fees are due upon enrollment:

Non-refundable enrollment fee of: 

$75.00

Folder Fee (Required)



$3.00

Milk/Juice Card for snack time 20 for:
  
$7.00

First month’s tuition:  Tuition is due on the 1st of the month.  Bethany has a 10 - month tuition schedule, August-May.  
MONTHLY SESSION FEES

Preschool (2 day – Tuesday & Thursday)
$85.00/MO

Pre-K
 (3 day - M-W-F)


$105.00/MO

Jr. Kindergarten (5 - day Monday-Friday)
$165.00/MO

Combo Class (Pre-k & Jr. Kindergarten)
$250.00/MO

Payments must be made by check or money order, payable to Bethany Lutheran School.  All payments must be made in the school office.

Since the school’s operation is based on student capacity, two weeks notice must be given if it becomes necessary to withdraw your child from our program.  Full tuition is required on the day of withdrawal.
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“COME AND SEE”

“HOW GREAT IS THE LOVE THE FATHER HAS LAVISHED ON US, THAT WE SHOULD BE CALLED CHILDREN OF GOD! AND THAT IS WHAT WE ARE!

THE REASON THE WORLD DOES NOT KNOW US IS THAT IT DID NOT KNOW HIM”
1 JOHN 3:1

