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(MISS MERTENS & MRS. GENKE)

Dear Parents,

WELCOME to Kindergarten! We are excited to be working with you and your child! We realize that you may have many questions about Kindergarten at Bethany Lutheran. This newsletter will hopefully answer some of those questions.
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    School begins at 8:10 a.m.  Kindergarten students need to be escorted into the building by the parent or care giver. Due to the set up of our parking lot, PLEASE park your car in a parking spot and walk your child into the school building. For those of you using Latch Key in the mornings prior to school, please drop off your child at the preschool classroom (latch key room). Please wait in the main hallway up by the classrooms until you are greeted by the teachers who will open up the classroom doors. Please encourage your child to develop independence and an understanding of school by allowing your child to do their “jobs” and classroom duties prior to school. (turning in their homework folder, putting away their backpack, hanging up their coat, putting away their lunch in the white laundry basket, etc.) These are the school responsibilities of a kindergartener (not that of a parent).

[image: image3.wmf]  We love to have volunteers and your partnership in your child’s education.  Please fill out the volunteer form that was sent home with your child. Parents are welcome to visit our classroom at anytime. You must sign in at the office and get a “visitors” sticker. It is important for the safety of our children that the office always knows who is in the building at all times. Visitors must always follow this procedure each time school in entered.

School dismiss at 3:30 p.m.  All students will be dismissed in an orderly fashion.  The teachers walk the students down to the school entrance doors and they are dismissed to your car as you are seen in the parking lot by Miss Kelli who assists with dismissal. It is very important to pick up your child on time. Often children will become worried if they are not picked up on time.  If you are going to be late, please call the school office so the secretary can notify the teacher.  Children who are not picked up at 3:45 are enrolled in our Latch Key program. 
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Due to the possibility of loss and damage, toys should not be brought to school for any reason. Our classes do not have the typical “sharing day” or time where children are allowed to bring items to school.  Parents will be notified when we schedule special days for sharing. Sharing will include opportunities for children to share about drawings, or things they created, or a special theme, or some creation for the children to share about.  They are proud of their “hard work.”
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  HOMEWORK – TAKE HOME FOLDERS

Kindergarten students do not have day to day homework. We have take home folders for you to receive your child’s work throughout the week and communication between home and school. Take home folders need to be sent back every morning to school. The inside of the folder indicates items that need to be returned to school and things that can remain at home. We will be including a monthly calendar with kindergarten appropriate home work activities to be done at home. These do not need to be returned to school. This will begin in September.  Please use the Communication Log for any information that you believe we should have about your child.
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Please take time to read in the parent handbook about school wide discipline. Kindergarten has 4 basic rules that are explained to the children about the expectations we have.

1. Show respect

2. Collaborate with others

3. Challenge your brain – do your best

4. Be responsible for what you do

All discipline issues will be dealt with on an individual basis using the Love and Logic philosophy. The goal is for children to be responsible for their actions as the adult hands the problem back in a loving way in order for the child to be responsible for his or her actions. At the kindergarten level we use a great deal of guidance with the children learning how to interact/play with one another. Most importantly we learn about the power of forgiveness with one another as children of God.
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Birthdays are a big deal to Kindergarten children. Most students send in a treat for the class that they get to pass out.  We will schedule these dates with the parent of the student. The treat is usually passed out at our snack in the morning. Students also get a FREE DRESS pass on the day we celebrate the child’s birthday. This will also be on the snack schedule.

If your child is having a birthday party, at home, and would like to invite his/her classmates, we would be happy to send invitations home for you, provided that every child is invited in the class.  Or at least the same sex is invited (eg. ALL the girls or ALL the boys). Please DO NOT sends in invitations for some, but not the others. This causes hard feelings among students and we cannot send these from school. These should be mailed out from home.

SNACK TIME

Kindergarten children have a small snack daily, in the morning.  The snacks need to be provided by each individual kindergartener from home.  Please send in a healthy treat with your child EVERY DAY except for FRIDAY.  If utensils are needed to eat them, please send them along as well. FRIDAYS are SPECIAL SNACK DAYS. We will send home a monthly snack schedule on our weekly note. We will do special snack day on a rotating basis. If your child is scheduled for the special snack of the day, please send a snack for the number of students and a drink for all of the students.
Some snack ideas are: cheese and crackers, fruit snacks, graham crackers, fruit, trail mix, pop tarts, breakfast bars, etc.  We try to encourage parents to send in treats that have some nutritional value for the children. Please note that the nutrition break SHOULD NOT BE A SUBSTITUTE FOR BREAKFAST. That should be eaten at home, prior to arriving at school.  You may also send a water bottle with your child to school. We will keep it at school to refill during our school day. 
SNACK SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST


Friday, August 21st – Abigail


Friday, August 28th - Cayden
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The kindergarten children go to P.E. (Physical Education) class on Tuesday and Thursdays. BE SURE to have your child bring an extra pair of tennis shoes or come to school in the appropriate shoes ready for P. E. class. 

SPECIAL NOTE FOR THIS WEEK

The kindergarten students have homework tonight. Please see the orange flyer with the dragon on it. 

This week we will be reading the book "Chrysanthemum " by Kevin Henkes.  After reading the book we will explore our names and talk about how each of us is unique.  On Tuesday the children will bring home a paper for you and your child to complete and return to school.
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Your child is special, rare, and unique. We want them to LOVE kindergarten and come away with positive memories of a lifetime.  They should be happy, feel good about themselves and school, and work cooperatively with others. To achieve all of our goals for the school year, we need the support and understanding of parents.  Please call before or after school or send us a note if you have any questions or concerns throughout the year.  You may also email questions to us, since our email is checked daily.

Our email addresses are as follows:

barbmertens@cox.net              Miss Mertens


sjtgenke@juno.com

Mrs. Sonja Genke

Let’s work together to create the best possible environment for your child. This is their time. It is the beginning of their future!

Looking forward to this new partnership!

Miss Mertens

Mrs. Genke

